
Reading – Term 5 Week 4 Keeping in Touch 

  
Audio clip: ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’ by J. K. Rowling  
https://hpaudiobooks.club/philosopher-stone-stephen-fry/  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity: Comprehension 
 
Description: Please read the following letter and answer the questions. There is 
an additional challenge at the end if you would like to have a go? 
 
 

Dear Hagrid,  
 
I hope you are well and are enjoying the summer recess that you were looking 
forward to.  
 
I’m missing Hogwarts terribly and it’s only been a few days since the end of term! 
The Dursleys have, of course, been completely horrid after my return to Privet 
Drive but at least Dudley is staying out of my way - he doesn’t know I’m not 
allowed to do magic outside school! I’ve been spending my time reading the 
book, which Hermione bought me for Christmas, called ‘Quidditch through the 
ages’. It’s an amazing read.  
 
Are you still continuing your game keeper duties? I hope there have been no 
more maimed unicorns in the forest now ‘He Who Must Not Be Named’ has 

https://hpaudiobooks.club/philosopher-stone-stephen-fry/ 


disappeared. What’s Hogwarts like without all the students? I wish I could stay 
at Hogwarts during the summer holidays.   
 
I’m looking forward to your reply and looking forward to returning to Hogwarts 
in September so we can catch up over tea and rock cakes in your hut, even 
more.   
 
Write back soon,   
 
Love Harry  
 

1. What does the word ‘recess’ mean?  

2. What kind of relationship do you think Harry has with Hagrid? Explain 

your answer referencing the text.  

3. Why do you think Harry is missing Hogwarts so much? 

4. Who bought Harry the book he is enjoying reading? 

5. Why is Harry not allowed to do magic outside of Hogwarts? 

6. Why do you think the Dursleys are so horrid to Harry?  

7. Do you think Hagrid is missing the students as much as Harry is missing 

Hogwarts? 

8. Which word in the third paragraph has a similar meaning to the word 

‘injured’? 

9. Who is ‘He Who Must Not Be Named’? 

10.  Do you think Harry will perform magic over the summer? Explain your 

answer. 

 

Challenge: 

The Great WHF Owl-less post! 
 

The reason that chapter three is so effective is the fact that we, the readers, 
know how lonely and isolated Harry is. Dumbledore’s letters change that.   
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if, in this time of isolation, we could be like 
Dumbledore and reach out to someone who might be feeling lonely? All 
around the country, there are people who need a boost. People in care 
homes cannot have any visitors; a word from you might be just the thing they 
need! Nurses, doctors and carers are working so hard.   



 
I know that you have been practising writing letters in your writing lessons so 
let’s put those skills to the test!  Why not research a care home or somewhere 
else in Swindon that you could write to?  Are there any other groups that you 
think might be feeling isolated?  
 
1: Think about the format   
Remember to structure the letter correctly, as shown below.   
 
2: Think about the tone.   
Who are you writing to? If it is someone you know, you can be more informal. 
If it is someone you don’t know, then the tone should be more formal and 
polite. However, the point of the letter is to cheer someone up, so being 
friendly is the most important thing!  
 
3: Think about your reader.  
What do you think they want to know? Tell them about what the lockdown has 
been like for you, what is it like to be a child in 2020? What have you been 
doing to fill the time? How has the lockdown changed you and those around 
you? What are you most looking forward to when this is all over?  
 
4: Choose your words carefully.  
Read back each sentence. Does it make sense? Could you improve it?   
Remember, someone else will be reading this, editing and revising is a really 
good idea so that your final write is something that you can really be proud 
of.   
 
5: What Year five and six skills can you use?  
This is a great chance to show off! You have all learnt some 
really impressive grammar and vocabulary. What skills can you include?  
 
6: Remember your online safety lessons.   
Even though this is a physical letter rather than online, the rules about 
speaking to someone you don’t know are the same.   

 Don’t include your last name  
 Don’t include your address, email address or social media contact. If 
someone wants to reply, they can contact the school.  
 Don’t include any really personal information.   
 Get an adult to check it before you send it!  
 



7: Is there anything else you want to include?  
The rainbow has become a symbol of hope. Why not create your own and add 
it to your envelope?  
 

Here is an example:  
 

All the residents at Savernake View Care Home   
Priory Court  

Salisbury Road  
Marlborough  

SN8 1EF   
11th May 2020  

  
Hello,   
  
My name is Mr Goodman, I am a teacher of Year Five children at a brilliant 
school in Swindon called Rodbourne Cheney Primary and Nursery.   
 
I wanted to write to you as I am sure that you are feeling as bored and isolated 
as I am. As part of our home learning, we are currently reading the first Harry 
Potter book. In the third chapter, Harry receives a letter (lots in fact!) inviting 
him to join Hogwarts school of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Poor Harry has had a 
miserable life until this point, however, this letter changes that. This is what 
inspired me to write this letter.   
 
I am sure you are finding this lockdown as strange as I am.  I wonder if this is 
similar to any other significant events you might have experienced in the 
past?   
 
As you may already know, rainbows have become a symbol hope in these 
difficult times. I am enclosing one I made for everyone, just to say I am thinking 
of you all in these trying times – which I hope will be over soon!   
  
Sending you all my best wishes,   
 
Mr Goodman   
 

 


