
Writing: Term 5 Week 4 – Keeping in Touch  

Online book: ‘Croc and Bird’ by Alexis Deacon 

https://clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures/books-and-teaching-sequences-0/croc-and-bird 

With thanks to CLPE for giving their permission to use this online book reading. 

 

 

 

Key Learning Focus: use of exclamation marks  

Writing task: write a letter to Greenpeace 

Description: Write a letter to Greenpeace explaining the strange behaviours of 

Croc or Bird (you only need to choose one to focus on) and asking any 

questions you might have.     

How to use exclamation marks: 

As a command Go away! Come here! 

To show fear or shock I had no idea! It can’t be true! 

To show surprise or excitement I love it! I can’t believe it! 

To show anger I hate this game! 

To show that someone is shouting Look out! We are over here!  

Exclamation sentences (Y2 only) Starts with how or what 
Must include a verb 

Ends with an exclamation mark. 

 

 

https://clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures/books-and-teaching-sequences-0/croc-and-bird


 

Structure: 

 Start with Dear Greenpeace 

 Next, explain why you are writing – which animal are you writing about and 

how are they behaving? 

 Give Greenpeace more examples of their odd behaviour 

 Thank Greenpeace and say you look forward to hearing from them soon 

 

Here are is an example of a letter. This is not complete but is a starting point 

to help you.  

Dear Greenpeace, 

Today I discovered a very unusual creature. It looked like a crocodile, yet it 

didn’t act like one. I think I am going to call him Croc.   

The warm, yellow sun was shining bright today. When it rose up in to the sky, I 

watched Croc tip his head back and make the strangest sound. It sounded like 

he was trying to sing but he wasn’t very good at it. I thought crocodiles like to 

lie in the sun to get warm but Croc didn’t do that. He also seemed to be talking 

happily to a small, white bird. How unusual that these two creatures would 

spend time together! I thought a crocodile would eat a bird, not treat it as a 

brother. 

 


