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Friday 19th July 2019 

Dear Families, 
 

We hope you all enjoy reading your child’s report that has been sent out today. Please take time to read 

all the many positives. There should be suggested ways forward for each child included. I was pleased with 

the level of knowledge that the teachers have about each child. Please do thank your child for working 

hard this year. Giving your best will continue to be a theme in September.  

 

There will be no newsletter next week. We break up on Wednesday 24th July at 3.15pm. The 

new term begins on Wednesday 4th September.  

 

We have sent this letter out before this evening’s Summer Fair. We would love to see as many of you 

there as possible. The Fair starts at 4.30pm and we will be finished by 7pm! 

 

Arts Trail  

Thank you for supporting the Arts Trail on Monday. The standard of work was amazing. The children 

were so proud of what they achieved. When children want their families coming into school to show their 

work – it means teaching has been successful! We will draw the winning Arts Trail tickets during the final 

assembly next week to find out who won. We would like to apologise about the typo in the trail! 

 

West Kidlington Primary School & Nursery Results 

We have included in this final letter of the year an overview of how well the children and the school have 

performed this year. It is really important that you know just how well the school is progressing. We are 

exceptionally proud of these results which are largely an improvement on last year and exceed many of 

the targets set.  Priorities for next year will include a focus on writing in Key Sage 1 and reading in Key 

Stage 2. 
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Year 6 children  

The children in Year 6 are all wearing their leaver’s hoodies in the final few weeks in school. They have 
been an incredible year group. They have been focused, creative and achieved very high standards in the 

Key Stage 2 SATS. They are, more importantly, maturing into people who will make good choices and 

consider other people. They want to please and support. We wish them all the very best in their next 

learning adventure. Being kind and giving their best is something I want them to never forget. On Tuesday 

we are taking these children to Rebound (trampoline park) to celebrate the end of their Primary School 

experience.  

 

Summer Reading Challenge – Read six books of your choice 

The theme for the 2019 Summer Reading Challenge is ‘Space Chase’, inspired by the 50th anniversary of 

the moon landing. Children will join a special mission across space to help the super space family called 

The Rockets find books stolen by mischievous aliens. As children read library books for the Summer 

Reading Challenge, they will receive special stickers for their colourful collector’s folder. Once they 

complete the challenge they’ll get their own medal and certificate. To take part in Space Chase, all children 

need to do is sign up at their nearest library where they will be given a folder to keep a record of their 

Summer Reading Challenge mission. 

 

School Games Award 

We are delighted to announce that we, West Kidlington Primary School and Nursery, have achieved the 

School Games GOLD Mark Award for the 2018/19 academic year. The School Games Mark is a 

Government led award scheme launched in 2012, facilitated by the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools 

for their commitment to the development of competition across their school and into the community, and 

we are delighted to have been recognised for our success. Thank you so much to Mr Latham for leading all 

of the development in this area. PE is such an important part of our school.  

 

Attendance  

Please be aware that there will be a warning letter for unauthorised holidays from September 2019. 

Schools will now be in a position to issue penalty notice fines for unauthorised holidays and/ or 

unauthorised absences in term time. All families will be issued with a letter explaining this on your return 

from the summer holidays in September. 

 
Website and Policies 

We have added two new policies to the West Kidlington Primary School and Nursery web site. We have 

written to share with you the Child-Friendly Behaviour Policy and the new Relationships Education and 

Relationships and Sex Education Policy. Please do take time to look at these. We have also made small 

changes to the Anti-Bullying and Behaviour Policy. These policies are also available to look at for our 

families.  
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Cycling to School 

We are really pleased to see many children cycling to school. This is such a healthy and environmentally 
friendly way of travelling. Can we ask that all children wear a cycle helmet to school. So many children are 

cycling at the moment without wearing a helmet. Can we also ask that families remind children to get off 

their bike when they are on the path near to school. We want everybody safe!  

 

We would like to wish everyone a restful Summer. Please encourage your child to read and write over the 

six weeks. Thank you for supporting the school. We will return in September ready to inspire, challenge 

and continue to improve.  

 

Kind regards 

Mr Isherwood 

 

West Kidlington Primary School and Nursery Local Governing Body update 

 

Dear Families, 

 

As this year comes to its end, I wanted to write to you on behalf of the LGB to share with you some of 

the work that the Local Governing Board (LGB) has focussed on this year. Firstly, we have had a change of 

personnel. At the beginning of the year, we had two members of the Board, Simon Cowley and Simon 

Bissett, who were both appointed by the White Horse Trust specifically for their educational expertise 

and experience as governors. However, as the school has made good progress the Trust agreed that when 

they stood down we could appoint 2 new ‘community’ members to the Board and confirmed that all 

governors would serve a term of 4 years.  We have been very pleased recently to welcome Martin Davis 

and Phil Butcher who are both residents of Kidlington. We still have two parent governors Mairi Gibbs 

and Clare Harris who joined in 2017 and Mrs Orton as staff representative. So our Board really is now a 

‘local‘ board. 

 

The LGB has met 6 times during the year and at our meetings we receive reports from Mr Isherwood and 

other members of staff about specific areas such as Maths, Literacy, SEN.  They provide us with detailed 

information so we can understand the work that is going on in the school and what progress the pupils are 

making. But we also visit the school and attend meetings so we can see for ourselves what the staff are 
telling us. For example, we attended staff meetings; school council meetings; and we visited classes to see 

for ourselves how the school’s behaviour and teaching policies are being implemented. As a result, we feel 

very confident that we are sufficiently well informed to question staff about the teaching and learning that 

is going on in the school and that we understand what ‘giving your best’ looks like for staff.  

 

As well as attending our meetings, we take opportunities when we can to join with you and your children 

for the special events in the life of the school. Some of us attended the recent Art Trail which was a 

wonderful celebration of the creativity of our staff and pupils and we enjoyed talking with parents and 

children while admiring the work on display. We also met some of you at parents’ evening when we asked 

you  to  complete the  parent  view  survey.  We  were  pleased  to  see many  positive responses but also  

mailto:office@west-kidlington.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.west-kidlington.org.uk/
http://www.thewhitehorsefederation.org.uk/


   West Kidlington Primary School & Nursery 
   Oxford Road, Kidlington, Oxford, OX5 1EA 
  Principal: Simon Isherwood 

Tel: 01865 373369      Fax: 01865 377080 

Email: office@west-kidlington.oxon.sch.uk 

                                                    Website: www.west-kidlington.org.uk 

                   

Proud to be part of The White Horse Federation Multi-Academy Trust 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

The White Horse Federation Central Office, Plymouth Street, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 2LB 

Tel: 01793 818603 • www.thewhitehorsefederation.org.uk • Company Number: 8075785 

 

 

 

 
recognise that there are parents who think there are things that school could do better, and we will 

continue to strive to ensure that those concerns are addressed.  

 

I hope that you will agree that over this year the school has become an even more lively and interesting 

place to learn. It has not been easy for staff as the national expectations of schools continues to increase. I 

am sure you will be aware that school budgets are being squeezed, and we will have fewer staff than we 

had last year because of that. However, the LGB is confident that the school has responded to these 

demands well and is giving, and will continue to give, your children a very high-quality experience.  We are 

grateful in particular to the parents whose children are in year groups that have been re-organised for 

your support and understanding.  

 

Although the LGB plays its part, the credit goes first and foremost to Mr Isherwood and every single 

member of staff at the school. They have continually given of their best and work together as a team to 

make West Kidlington a school that we are proud of. We would also like to thank you as parents for 

helping your children by talking to them about what they are doing in school and making sure they arrive 

every day ready to learn. We know that it is the partnership between school and family that gives our 

pupils the best chance of success at school and we hope you will continue to help us to support them.   

 

I hope that all the staff and you and your families will have a happy summer break.     

West Kidlington Primary School and Nursery LGB 

 

 
 

A fond farewell to our amazing Year 6 cohort. We wish them all the very best. 
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