
 

 

               Friday 21st May 2021 

Dear Families 

I am writing to give an update regarding how we will operate in school during Term 6 in relation to 

Covid-19 precautions. Please read these headlines carefully. This is in line with Government Guidance 

issued to all schools. 

 

- Our class bubble system will remain in place 

- The school will continue with a staggered start system 

- Face masks will continue to be used by all families and children in Years 1-6 when they 

enter and leave school 

 

Relationship and Health Education 

We want  all of our children to grow up  healthy, happy,  safe, and  able to  manage  the challenges  and 

opportunities of modern Britain. From September 2020 (pushed back because of COVID-19), all primary 

age children will be taught Relationships and Health Education. These subjects are designed to equip your 

child with knowledge to make informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships as well 

as preparing them for a successful adult life. The world for all young people looks very different from the 

way it did 20 years ago when this curriculum was last updated – these changes bring the content into the 

21st century, so that it is relevant for your child. We have shared with all of our parents an update as to 

what will be covered in each year group. Please do get in touch with the school with any thoughts.  

 

Current Year 5 Children (Residential Information for Year 6) 

I’m writing to provide an update for our current Year 5 families, about the possibility of a residential visit 

for children who will be in Year 6 next year.  

Before the pandemic, we visited PGL, for a 3-night stay, at an activity centre about 35 miles away. In the 

past, this visit has been in October, when we usually get decent weather, and the costs are much lower 

than the peak season. It is an important event for the children as they prepare for transition to secondary 

school. 

The current Government guidelines and precautions make booking this residential for October 2021 

extremely difficult. There is uncertainty surrounding insurance and whether families would get their 

money back in the event of a local lockdown. We would also need to ask families for the full payment 

immediately (around £350). We also need to consider the confidence of families and staff participating in 

this type of event before we can be certain the risks of the pandemic have completely passed. 

We have talked at length in school about what is the right thing to do. Having considered everything in 

detail, my decision is that we will not book a residential for the Autumn term and will not be visiting PGL 

in the Spring/Summer terms as these months incur a charge of at least £500. This would simply mean 

too many children would miss out.  

We recognise the need for our children to enjoy the experience being away from home, whilst engaging 

in exciting activities. We are therefore exploring a few local sites that would give the children at least 

two days and a night away. The plan would be to book this event for the summer term of 2022.  Hopefully, 



 

 

this will mean we will have more assurances that the event could take place. I’m more than happy to talk 

to any parent who has thoughts, concerns, or further ideas. 
 

Children Collecting Siblings from School 

We have several enquiries into children from the school being allowed to collect younger siblings and 

walk them home. Our stance on this is very clear. No child who attends West Kidlington is allowed to 

walk a sibling home without the supervision of an adult. The school will listen carefully to any families 

who need children at secondary school to bring or collect children to school. This will need to be shared 

with the school first.  
 

School Uniform  

At West Kidlington Primary School and Nursery, our school uniform policy is based on the notion that 

a school uniform: 
 

-Promotes a sense of pride in the school. 

-Engenders a feeling of community and belonging. 

-Is practical and smart. 

-Identifies the children with the school. 

-Is not distracting in class. 

-Makes children feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance. 

-Is regarded as suitable, and good value for money, by most parents/carers. 

-Has been designed with health and safety in mind. 
 

Please can we remind all families that all children must come to school in the correct uniform each day. 

Children are allowed to wear School PE kit on the days that they have PE. Leggings are not part of any 

of the school uniform and jewellery is limited to stud earrings in pierced ears. 

Small objects of religious significance, where this has been agreed with Mr Isherwood, can be worn in 

school. 
 

Three Peak Challenges 

Please keep your eye out for further information coming out regarding the 'Three Peak Challenge' that 

the West Kidlington Friends have organised, which will begin on the 28th May. You will have three weeks 

to complete the challenge. 
 

The 'Three Peak Challenge' involves travelling the equivalent distance of the following mountains: Ben 

Nevis (7 miles), Scafell Pike (14 miles) and Snowdon (21 miles). Either choose to complete the distance 

of one peak or perhaps you may want to do two or all three…it’s up to you! The way you complete the 

distance is also up to you – for example you could run, walk, bike or scoot. 
 

The aim is to get active and at the same time raise a few pennies to improve The West Kidlington 

playground. Sponsorship forms and a chart to plot your progress will be sent out on the 26th May 2021. 
 

Kind regards  

 

Mr. Isherwood 


