
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

We are already half way into the new term and 

this is when we are able to see children making 

real progress.  We talk regularly about keeping on 

top of homework and making sure that children 

read at home and that they have opportunities to 

be read to.  Please could all families do all they can 

to build this into their busy routines, it makes a big 

difference.  

We welcomed Mrs Hicks to the school this week, 

she has had a wealth of experience teaching in the 

North of England.  We are delighted that she has 

joined our Year 3 teaching team.  Please make her 

feel welcome and supported.  I know she will work 

incredibly hard for the school.  Mrs Whale is busy 

enjoying the first part of her maternity leave.  She 

will be in school next week for an event - we wish 

her all the very best with her new baby.  

Thank you to everyone who listened to the 

request regarding children walking into the school 

grounds once the gate has been opened.  I have 

had a few concerns brought to my attention about 

the start of the day, this will be addressed 

immediately. 

BeSpace begins on Monday in school - a reflective 

curriculum opportunity for all the children.  I will 

share some photos of this next week.   

Don't forget Parent's Evening takes place on 

Monday 4th March (3.30-7pm) and Thursday 7th 

March (3.30-6pm).  The 7th is a revised date to 

share the responsibility of these meetings with 

classes that have more than one teacher.  We will 

be sending out details well in advance of 

these dates.  

 
  

 

Every School Day Matters  -  

Celebrating Attendance 
 

Whole school attendance this week is: 96.89% 

The classes with the best attendance 

during Term 3, Week 3 were: 

 

KS1 - Foxes (3DM/AH - Mrs Martin/Mrs Hicks)       

with 98.08% 

KS2 - Pandas (4VL/KC - Mrs Lees/Mrs Cole)  

          with 99.11% 

 

We hope they enjoyed their extra session on 

the adventure playground! 

 

Parental Support Groups 

 

Parenting Practitioners Oxfordshire 

https://www.parentingpractitionersoxfordshire.co.uk/ 

  

Offering support to parents when problems 

arise with their children or teenagers such as 

challenging behaviour, emotional difficulties, 

anxieties, parent-child relationships, special 

needs, mental health conditions or problems. 

See attached information sheet.  

 
NSPCC Online Safety Helpline 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk 

 

The internet is like a magician’s hat. It's full of 

exciting things to explore and children love it. 

But whilst they seem to know what they’re 

doing, sometimes it’s hard for parents to keep 

track.  The NSPCC have lots of tips and advice. 

They also run workshops to help you have the 

right conversations with your children.  NSPCC 

have got a free helpline to give you personal 

advice whenever you need it.  If you have a 

concern, call free on 08088005002 

 

Friday 25 January 2019 

 

https://www.parentingpractitionersoxfordshire.co.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/


 

 

 Family Links have joined with Netmums and 

produced an online parenting course which we 

highly recommend.  Parents can sign up to 

Netmums for free and access the course. 

https://familylinks.org.uk/parents/onlinecourse 
 

ELSA  

Gen Bullen is our ELSA Representative who is 

trained to support children in the development of 

their emotional literacy (see attached information 

sheet).  If you have any concerns, please contact 

Gen Bullen by telephoning the school office or 

emailing elsa@west-kidlington.oxon.sch.uk 
 

Young Voices 

On Thursday 24th January 2019, a choir of Year 5 

and 6 pupils travelled to Birmingham, to take part in 

Young Voices 2019.  It was a truly memorable 

experience and great fun for the children, staff 

members and the very supportive parents who 

joined the audience in the evening.  The children 

sang and danced as part of a 6700 strong choir and 

performed with Tony Hadley, Sharlene Hector, 

Beau Dermott and Urban Strides. Various genres of 

music made up the programme, which included  

Pop Medley & songs from The Greatest Showman 
 

 
 

In the months before the concert the choir worked 

incredibly hard, rehearsing the songs and learning 

the dance moves.  With their energy and 

enthusiasm, they did West Kidlington proud.   

We are looking forward to Young Voices 2020! 
 

 

Creative Junior Saturday Art course  

for 8-12 year olds at the Oxford College 
  
The art studios and facilities are second to none and 
will provide an inspiring and creative environment for 
each young person to explore all sorts of creative 
disciplines, including photography (darkroom and 
digital), graphic design, animation, printmaking, 
textiles, fashion, ceramics, 3D, painting and drawing. 
  
The five week course takes place on Saturday 
mornings from 10am-12pm and parents are very 
welcome to attend with their child at no extra cost.  
Full course information and how to enrol can be 
found using the below link. 
https://www.activatelearning.ac.uk/courses/art-
design/junior-saturday-art-club-for-9-12-year-olds 
 

Rumble Museum's - Our Planet Season 
Stargazing Evening at Cheney School, Headington on 

Monday 11th February 5-7 pm.  All ages are welcome. 

To book, please email info@irisproject.org.uk 

The event will open at 5pm with a talk by Professor 
Allan Chapman, a University of Oxford lecturer and 

fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society. 
 

The talk will be followed by the opportunity to 

observe the evening sky through telescopes. Members 

of the University of Oxford Physics Department will 

be running stalls and speaking to visitors. There will 

be refreshments available, alongside object handling, 

face painting and craft activities. 
 

You can find out more about Our Planet Season of 

eventsathttps://ourplanetseasonrumblemuseum.home.

blog /2019/01/01/the-journey-begins/ 

 

The Samurai School half term club 

Have fun experiencing movie martial arts, Brazilian Jiu 

Jitu and Karate at the Samurai School during half term 

from Tuesday 19 -Thur 21 February at schools in 

Kirtlington and Bicester.  See attached poster for 

more information.  

 

Diary Dates 
End of Term Friday 15 February 2019 
Start of new Term Monday 25 February 2019 
Parent’s Evening Monday 4 March 2019 
Parent’s Evening Thursday 7 March 2019 
West Kidlington 

Friends Quiz Night 
Friday 8 March 2019 
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